2017 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL – HOMILY SUGGESTION – WEEKEND OF 3/11-12

When you watch TV (if you watch TV!), are you not occasionally astounded by what wonderful things can happen for “only $19.95"?

Why, for “only $19.95," your living room or “man cave” can be transformed into the Grand Old Opry with just a few country CD’s from “Heartthrob Music”! For “only $19.95," all the undesirable effects of hirsutism can be cured with the application of a special gel that will remove that “unwanted hair,”–and “we’ll even throw in a terrycloth robe!” And, after myriad payments of “only $19.95,” a vibrating stomach pad will turn a body that couldn’t make it to the top of a speed bump into something worthy of Mount Olympus! ALL this “for only $19.95"!

And for “only $19.95," you will be guaranteed at least one thing: you will be guaranteed some disappointment. For “only $19.95,” one may only get the sinking feeling that one has been “sold a bill of goods.”

I sometimes wonder if Peter, James & John didn’t have that sinking feeling when Good Friday rolled around. The garments they’d once seen on a transfigured Jesus “radiant as light,” were now torn and dirty. The face once “dazzling as the sun” was eclipsed by blood and spittle. Where were Moses’ and Elijah’s voices now as crowds called “crucify?” Who would pitch a tent on Golgotha for this? A cynic might even ask, “Were JUDAS’ benefactors the only ones to “get their money’s worth?”

Unlike the purveyors of TV’s marked-down “miracles,” Our Lord had told Peter, James and John, and the other nine apostles exactly what to expect. 6 days prior to that moment of glory on a “high mountain,’ hadn’t He told Peter and the others He had to go to Jerusalem, to suffer many things and to be killed? And after the clouds of glory cleared, and they’d descended the same hill, He’d only promised more of the same. Yet, through it all, they either hadn’t paid attention, didn’t understand or simply refused to believe what He said, even when the fine print was written in bold. Or maybe they, like we are in so many things, didn’t want to consider what that glory would cost Jesus, and might cost themselves.
Today, our Diocese asks us to consider what the price of caring for our sisters and brothers in Christ can be. Some will wonder if their sacrificial giving to the Living Our Mission campaign shouldn’t have addressed these needs, and, indeed, it helped with some long-term concerns. Still, every year we find the immediate needs of poor folks, retired priests, seminarians and other matters of which you are aware, do not diminish. Today, we’re asked to take to heart St. Paul’s words that come with no facile answers and cheap solutions: “Bear your share,” he says, “of the hardship which the Gospel entails.” What will it entail to Build Up Our Family of Faith?

With Abraham, we trust the Lord will lead us in our efforts for others. With St. Paul, we remember how tied we are to the sacrifice of Christ, and through it to others. With three apostles we remember there’s always something at stake in Transfiguration. At the Lord’s table we still set our hearts on the eternal banquet. . .recalling that discipleship...is “NO FREE LUNCH?”
