The Difference Between Living Our Mission and the Annual Appeal (Expanded Explanation)
Summary

The Living Our Mission campaign was designed to build major endowments and capital to support our parishes and larger Church leading into the future.  In contrast, the Annual Appeal is initiated every year to meet ministry and program needs of the present.  While the Living Our Mission campaign was an overwhelming success and set our Church up for a strong financial future, the Appeal is still a necessary component of meeting our goals in the short-term.

Living Our Mission
Because of the success of Living Our Mission, our landscape has significantly changed through the creation of critical (and, in many cases, new) funds and endowments to strengthen our parishes, support our clergy, develop our future Church and advance our shared mission. Here are some examples of how this will occur.

• The cost of educating our future priests is increasing and the addition of over

$3 million to our endowment will assist to cover this cost.

• Our priests who give their lives in service to the Church will realize a near

fully-funded pension plan and the establishment of new funds for health

insurance and long-term care for retired priests.

• Parishes have capitalized on this opportunity to raise money for major repair,

renovation and construction projects. Some parishes will be able to more

effectively build for the future by funding their own endowments within the


Catholic Community Foundation.

• Other funds for evangelization, youth, young adult, campus ministry, social


ministry and tuition assistance will impact our future leaders.
Annual Diocesan Appeal

The focus of the campaign was largely endowment which is very different from the way the Annual Appeal makes an impact. The Annual Appeal is designed to build funds to serve immediate operational needs as well as local parish priorities. 
All money raised from the 2017 Appeal will fund ministries and programs within the fiscal year it is raised. Some of the immediate needs that will be addressed with the 2017 effort are:
· Seminarian Education ($300,000)

Fund the cost of room, board, tuition and health insurance for our thirty seminarians.
· Campus Ministries ($170,000)
Expand opportunities and events for college students in order to deepen their commitment to the Catholic Church.

· Hispanic Ministry ($110,000)

Empower our Hispanic population to become leaders in their faith communities. 
· Youth and Young Adult Ministries ($100,000)
Provide formation opportunities for youth and young adults aimed at community building, prayer, worship, service and education.  

· Fuel and Hunger Fund ($250,000) 

Provide groceries as well as heating, rent and shelter assistance to children, families in need and the elderly across the Diocese.  

Pledging to the Appeal While Already Pledging to Living Our Mission
A concern among some parishioners may be the fact that they have already committed to a long-term pledge to the Living Our Mission campaign. This means they may be averse to making another pledge at this time.

One way they can still support the Appeal without pledging is by making a one-time gift in support of the 2017 effort.  However, when someone makes a pledge, the total amount of the gift often increases since they are able to spread their payments conveniently out over 10 months. 

· By way of example, in the 2013 Appeal (the last year that every parish ran the Appeal at the same time before the campaign), the average gift for those who contributed a one-time gift was $146.01 while those who pledged had an average gift of $374.59.

If there is a concern about having two pledges at the same time, realize that the payments on both can be structured as the donor sees fit.  For example, if someone made a $10,000 pledge to Living Our Mission, perhaps they can make one payment on an annual or quarterly basis so as not to conflict with when they pay their Appeal pledge. 

Additionally, a pledge to the Appeal can be up to 10 months meaning that, if circumstances permit, perhaps it could be completed on a reduced schedule so as not to conflict with an existing LOM commitment. 

Ultimately, it is our goal to ensure that donors can structure a payment solution that works best for them so as to be able to support the immediate needs of our Church while supporting the long-term future as well. 

