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FOR THE WEEKEND OF MARCH 11-12, 2023
Third Sunday of Lent

Gospel reading
John 4:5-42

So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, 
[bookmark: 51004006]near the plot of land that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
Jacob’s well was there. Jesus, tired from his journey, 
sat down there at the well. 
It was about noon.
[bookmark: 51004007]A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, 
[bookmark: 51004008]“Give me a drink.”
[bookmark: 51004009]His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.
The Samaritan woman said to him, “How can you, a Jew, 
ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?”
[bookmark: 51004010](For Jews use nothing in common with Samaritans.)
Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God 
and who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ 
[bookmark: 51004011]you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”
[The woman] said to him, “Sir, you do not even have a bucket 
[bookmark: 51004012]and the well is deep; where then can you get this living water?
Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us this well 
[bookmark: 51004013]and drank from it himself with his children and his flocks?” 
[bookmark: 51004014]Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again;
but whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst; 
the water I shall give will become in him a spring of water 
[bookmark: 51004015]welling up to eternal life.” 
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, 
so that I may not be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”
[bookmark: 51004016][bookmark: 51004017]Jesus said to her, “Go call your husband and come back.”
The woman answered and said to him, “I do not have a husband.” 
Jesus answered her, “You are right in saying, 
[bookmark: 51004018]‘I do not have a husband.’ For you have had five husbands, 
and the one you have now is not your husband. 
[bookmark: 51004019]What you have said is true.” 
[bookmark: 51004020]The woman said to him, “Sir, I can see that you are a prophet. 
Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain; 
[bookmark: 51004021]but you people say that the place to worship is in Jerusalem.” 
Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, the hour is coming 
[bookmark: 51004022]when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
You people worship what you do not understand; 
[bookmark: 51004023]we worship what we understand, because salvation is from the Jews. 
But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth; 
[bookmark: 51004024]and indeed the Father seeks such people to worship him.
[bookmark: 51004025]God is Spirit, and those who worship him must worship in Spirit and truth.” 
The woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah is coming, 
the one called the Anointed; 
[bookmark: 51004026]when he comes, he will tell us everything.”
Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking with you.” 
[bookmark: 51004027]At that moment his disciples returned, 
and were amazed that he was talking with a woman, 
[bookmark: 51004028]but still no one said, “What are you looking for?” or “Why are you talking with her?”
[bookmark: 51004029]The woman left her water jar and went into the town and said to the people,
“Come see a man who told me everything I have done. 
[bookmark: 51004030]Could he possibly be the Messiah?”
[bookmark: 51004031]They went out of the town and came to him.
[bookmark: 51004032]Meanwhile, the disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat.”
But he said to them, 
[bookmark: 51004033]“I have food to eat of which you do not know.”
So the disciples said to one another, 
[bookmark: 51004034]“Could someone have brought him something to eat?”
[bookmark: 51004035]Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of the one who sent me and to finish his work. 
Do you not say, ‘In four months the harvest will be here’? 
[bookmark: 51004036]I tell you, look up and see the fields ripe for the harvest. 
The reaper is already receiving his payment and gathering crops for eternal life, 
[bookmark: 51004037]so that the sower and reaper can rejoice together. 
[bookmark: 51004038]For here the saying is verified that ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 
I sent you to reap what you have not worked for; 
others have done the work, 
and you are sharing the fruits of their work.”
[bookmark: 51004039]Many of the Samaritans of that town began to believe in him 
because of the word of the woman who testified, 
[bookmark: 51004040]“He told me everything I have done.”
When the Samaritans came to him, they invited him to stay with them; 
[bookmark: 51004041]and he stayed there two days.
[bookmark: 51004042]Many more began to believe in him because of his word,
and they said to the woman, “We no longer believe because of your word; 
for we have heard for ourselves, 
and we know that this is truly the savior of the world.” 


Intercession 

That our Annual Diocesan Appeal may successfully draw souls to Christ, the only fount of living water.


Copy for bulletin announcement

In today’s Gospel story, the woman at the well meets Jesus. Jesus moves her so much that she goes into the village, no longer abashed by her bad reputation, and tells everyone that she found the Messiah. Dramatic, to be sure.

Others in the town immediately began to believe in Jesus because of her. The Samaritan woman’s stark transformation gave her words credibility. Soon after, the townspeople deepened their faith in Jesus by directly encountering him.

Jesus used the Samaritan woman’s words to introduce a whole village to him. Our parish can spread faith in the same way through the Annual Diocesan Appeal. This Lent, we ask you to prayerfully consider how you can help meet the mission of our Church and be a light for others through your heartfelt support. Together, we can demonstrate to our local neighborhood how wonderful He truly is. Through our actions, they will believe our word that He is alive.  Jesus, lead us!

Copy for pulpit announcement 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus revealed himself to a lonely, unpopular Samaritan woman. Please support our Annual Diocesan Appeal so we can help people access the water of life. Jesus wants to satisfy every human’s thirst and through your generosity, and our parish can be a channel for His water to reach thirsty hearts. 

Social media post/content 

Photo: A well in the desert, evoking the image of Jacob’s well in Sychar from today’s Gospel.
Header: “Whoever drinks the water I will give will never thirst.”  - John 4:14
Sub-header: Third Sunday of Lent

Copy: Jesus has living water for souls thirsting for Him. When you support the Annual Diocesan Appeal, you can help provide His water to those who are thirsty.
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